


P R O J E C T P R O F I L E

Clean, Fast and Efficient
“The ProPress System eliminates the need for cleaning 
the copper tube, fluxing joints, heating up the joint and 
using soldering paste, not to mention the need for expensive
and cumbersome equipment, such as tanks and hoses,” 
added Harmon. “All the system requires is to cut the copper
tube, put it together with a fitting, mark it and then crimp—
that’s it! ProPress is clean, fast and efficient.”

The Safety of Flameless Joining
Aside from the obvious labor savings achieved with the
ProPress System, Trade Mechanical also benefited from 
the flameless aspects of the system. “Using the traditional 
soldering method calls for certain precautionary methods,
due to the flame,” explained Harmon. 

“This Oklahoma State University project involved quite a 
bit of wood, and it would have required soldering in some
pretty tight places, close to the wood studs. Everyone on 
the project would have been required to have a fire extin-
guisher and fire blanket as a precautionary procedure.

“Often, especially when soldering the larger diameter joints,
pipe fitters will drip solder onto themselves or others, and
while it doesn’t usually cause serious injuries, it causes
minor burns,” Harmon continued. 

Because there’s no flame and no chance of damaging the
surroundings from heat, there are no burn marks on the
studs, joists or wallboard. The copper tubing doesn’t get 
high temperature marks or build-up of tarnish or solder,
which makes for a neater appearance. 

“You don’t get black soot on the inside and outside of the
copper joint,” said Harmon. “From that respect, ProPress is
cleaner and neater.”

The environmental aspects of ProPress also make the tool an
attractive alternative to soldering. Not using solder or flux
eliminates contamination of the environment.

Tested and Approved
The ProPress System meets the most rigorous testing 
standards and codes in the United States, Canada and
Europe, and is NSF-61-approved, IAPMO-listed and CSA-
listed. From tests conducted by NSF, the joints have rated
test pressures up to 600 psi, and working pressures up to 
200 psi, which is higher than the maximum pressure antici-
pated for a potable water copper tubing system. “We tested
the ProPress joints at 150 psi,” explained Harmon, “and 
we were happy with the results.” 

To use the new ProPress System, Trade Mechanical submit-
ted the idea to the architectural engineering firm that was
directing the Oklahoma State University family housing
project. With the help of the local Ridge Tool salesman 
and the distributor, the engineering firm approved the use 
of ProPress. The system was also approved by Oklahoma
State University.

The Professional Tool of the Future
“ProPress is a very professional caliber tool,” commented
Harmon. “It’s progress. We’ll definitely be seeing a lot of
ProPress in the future.”

For information or a demonstration, contact your local
RIDGID representative; write Ridge Tool Company at 400
Clark Street, Elyria, OH 44036 U.S.A.; or call toll free:

For Literature Requests: 800-769-7743. For Availability:
888-743-4333. For Technical Inquiries: 800-519-3456.
Visit us on the Internet: www.propresssystem.com and
www.ridgid.com

“ProPress is a very professional 
caliber tool.”


